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Y o un g  K n i v es  
 
With their tongues planted firmly in their cheeks (although we canÕt think how theyÕre going to sing like 
that!) and smart observances on the underbelly of life, the trio from Ashby de la Zouch via Oxford, 
headline on the main stage at Sugarhill Õ08.  This will be a show worthy of the boys whose recent 
single Terra Firma was placed at no. 5 by Club NME DJÕs.  At present they are misbehaving across 
Europe and the US but we like to think itÕs all just a rehearsal for their appearance here. 
www.theyoungknives.com 
www.myspace.com/theyoungknives 
 
 
T OM  B A X T E R  
 
When you multiply the power of Tom BaxterÕs writing by the intensity of his performances, strange 
things happen. Last summer, during a gig in Ireland, a girl was so moved, she proposed to him. When 
we heard his album we were moved too and although we didnÕt propose marriage, we did ask him to 
top the bill of what will be a remarkable night of music.  TomÕs songs might be new to you, but the 
craft of writing them has been his life. His recent single Better, was included in the soundtrack to the 
Simon Pegg film Run, Fat Boy, Run Ð a personal choice of Director, David Schwimmer.  Truly a 
cracking way to close Sugarhill 08. 
www.tombaxter.com 
 
 
B E T H  R OW L E Y  
 
Fusing a vintage sound and sensibility with a joyous, contemporary edge, Beth Rowley is essential 
listening for 2008. Born to British parents in Peru and raised in Bristol, the 26-year old 
singer/songwriter defies expectation with her towering vocals and sophisticated, gospel-tinged sound. 
This will be a set of timeless tracks with moments of bluegrass, gospel, soul and country and 
something else thatÕs right from the heart. 
www.bethrowley.com 
www.myspace.com/bethrowley 
 
 
T H E  D Y K E E NI E S  
 
Scottish five-piece The Dykeenies say they're like a hybrid of Panic! At the Disco and the Killers.  
Now, we're not saying they're fantasists, but considering Alan and Brian Dykeenie claim they were 
raised on a diet of cat food and that the umbrella was used as the first ever parachute, is it possible to 
believe a word they say? If you want proof, youÕd better check them out. 
www.thedykeenies.com 
www.myspace.com/gofindthedykeenies 
 
 
P E T E  M OL I NA R I  
 
ItÕs rare for young country blues genius Pete Molinari to appear at a festival with his full band as he 
does here and a real treat for us to see the artist described by NME as Òpart Billie Holliday, part Roy 
Orbison Ð totally amazingÓ, whoÕs also been nominated as Best Breakthrough Act in the MOJO 
Honours List 2008 awards.  Growing up in Kent, in a large Maltese/Italian/Egyptian family, Molinari 
became infatuated with the music of Holliday, John Coltrane and Bob Dylan, while his friends were 
listening to Nirvana and Oasis. 
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In 2003, a month in New York became two years and Molinari built up a cult following playing beat-era 
Greenwich Village cafes and bars such as the Bitter End, CafŽ Wha? and the Gaslight.  His first 
album A Virtual Landslide received 8/10 in an NME review and MOJO described it as Òan early 
contender for one of 2008Õs landmark albumsÓ. 
www.petemolinari.co.uk 
www.myspace.com/petemolinari 
 
 
I M E L D A  M A Y  
 
Dublin-born Imelda May has the rare kind of raw talent and timeless glamour that truly illuminates the 
stage. You donÕt just watch Imelda perform, you experience it, whether itÕs her infectiously unique 
fusion of rockabilly, blues and jazz, her extensive self-penned repertoire, her sassy burlesque-inspired 
performances or her distinctive interpretation of classic standards.  This artistÕs appeal is both 
seductive and undeniable and sheÕs fast emerging as one of the finest vocalists in the UK Roots 
music scene today. 
www.imeldamay.com 
www.myspace.com/imeldamay1 
 
 
I D A  M A R I A  
 
Norwegian punk popper Ida Maria is the perfect opener on the main stage to get everyone ready for a 
night of music to dance and sing to.  Her insanely catchy pop hooks and star-kissing indie tunes will 
make you fall in love, jump around and generally feel that all is right in the world. Ida Maria hails from 
the most northerly part of Norway and has been described as the point at which The Strokes meet 
Amy WInehouse. NME hailed her as one of the traffic-stopping successes of the talent-discovering 
Great Escape this year and weÕre thrilled sheÕs joining us here in the intimate atmosphere of the 
Sugarhill main stage. 
www.myspace.com/idamaria 
 
 
E S S E R  
 
EsserÕs going to be your new favourite toy and after youÕve heard his disjointed, laconic brand of 
electronica that takes in everything from dance hall to retro arcade video games, you wonÕt want to 
put him down either.  He kicks off the main stage programme tonight and if he does throw all of his 
toys out of the pram, youÕll want to make sure youÕre there to catch them. 
www.myspace.com/esserhq 
 
 
G L OR I A  C Y C L E S  
 
Catchy riffs, soaring harmonies and a sound that convinced Oasis and Stone Roses producer John 
Cornfield to work with them, Gloria Cycles will be one of your joyful discoveries of Sugarhill 08. With 
influences as wide as The Who, The Jam, and Supergrass, the massive crowds in their home town of 
Brighton singing every word of their lyrics back to them convinced us that this melodic foursome were 
the right artists to headline the New Independents stage. 
www.gloriacycles.co.uk 
www.myspace.com/gloriacycles 
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T H E  FL I E S  
 
It has been a long, strange trip for Sean Cook. As bassist with Spiritualized for ten years, he provided 
the sat nav for all of Jason PierceÕs sonic explorations before eventually hooking up with Emmy 
award-winning local producers Bob Locke and Tim Norfolk (aka The Insects), who co-wrote both 
Massive AttackÕs Karmacoma and GoldfrappÕs Hum.  The duo duly set about conjuring up a new kind 
of comedown music, combining girl-group rhythms, ghostly guitars and a tripped-out ambience worthy 
of David Lynch to offset SeanÕs narcoleptic world view Ð and so emerged The Flies, worthy 
headliners to close the New Independents Stage at Sugarhill Õ08. 
www.the-flies.com 
www.myspace.com/thefliesmusic 
 
 
T H E  A L FO NZ  
 
Along with The Shebeats, the new toast of the South West music scene is The Alfonz, another local 
band attracting the record company interest, despite only forming in summer 2006. Their original 
sound was just the ticket we were looking for and another reason why we reckon that Sugarhill Ô08 is 
among the pick of the bunch of this yearÕs festivals. 
www.myspace.com/thealfonz 
 
 
T H E  S H E B E A T S  
 
Shamelessly dirty girl pop from a sassy group with guitars and bags of attitude, whoÕve just signed to 
Riot Attack, one of the UKÕs most visionary management agencies.   Their 60Õs influenced sound is 
sure to go down well this festival season. Come and find out why itÕs impossible not to dance at one of 
their gigs. 
www.myspace.com/theshebeats 
 
 
T H E  K I T S  
 
Part of the Australian invasion that NME and the rest of the music press have been talking about, The 
Kits driving guitars and unyielding rhythm combine with howling vocals to produce a raw and unique 
take on the garage sounds of the 50Õs and 60Õs.  With influences such as The Strokes, Television, 
BRMC and Kings of Leon, their songs tell tales of crime, excess and indulgence.  The Kits have 
developed a well-earned reputation for intense live shows so when they hit they stage youÕll know! 
www.myspace.com/thekits 
 
 
M E R C H A ND I S E  
 
The melodic electro hi fi of ManchesterÕs Merchandise is ideal music to laze around on the grass on 
a sunny day to.  Although their lyrical sound will entrance those chilling out after some frenetic 
workshop fun, those waiting for the main stage programme will also be drawn in by the cynical lyrics Ð 
all of which convinced us that Merchandise is a main stage band of the future. 
www.merchandisetheband.co.uk 
www.myspace.com/merchandisetheband 
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T R I P H A Z A R D  
 
Hailing from Liverpool, the winners of Juice FMÕs ÔNext Big ThingÕ are influenced by bands such as 
Blondie, The Pixies and The Clash.  With the release of a new 4-track EP and a busy touring 
schedule over the summer, this will be a fast-moving set that will definitely set the pace for the rest of 
the weekend Ð Merseyside rock at its best. 
www.myspace.com/triphazardmusic 
 
 
I S T  
 
Voted by MOJO readers in 2006 as one of the top twenty Songwriters of Substance, Kenton Hall 
leads a line up that has settled after a number of changes over the last several years.  The result of 
those changes is a sound that has been given a vote of confidence via the presence of guests Chris 
Difford (Squeeze)and Gaz Birtles (The Beautiful South).  The band have been in the studio for the last 
year working on an album but emerge for a festival appearance at Sugarhill Ô08 to thank fans for their 
support over the years. 
www.myspace.com/ist 
 
 
B E A T E N B Y  T H E M  
 
Emerging from the San Francisco music scene, Beaten By Them come to us direct from a season at 
New YorkÕs famous Knitting Factory.  For those in the know that alone might say enough, but for the 
rest of us, this is a great chance to experience dynamic world music from an international group made 
up of musicians from Europe, Australia and the US and their blend of rock guitar with classical cello, 
electronic samples and jazz drumming. 
http://beatenbythem.logicpole.com 
 
 
S H UFFL E  
 
This highly visual London-based seven-piece refuses to be defined Ð their repertoire covers rock, hip 
hop, electronica and just for good measure, swing!  After gaining the attention of legendary producer 
Liam Watson, they are spending time in his studio this year recording their debut album, which they 
plan to release just before their Sugarhill Ô08 appearance.  Catch their performance and youÕll 
discover just what it is that Steve Lemacq and other influencers in the industry already know about 
one of the most energetic bands on the festival circuit. 
www.myspace.com/shuffleshuffle 
 
 
L E T ÕS  T E A  P A R T Y  
 
Sounds and beats from a band that has been described as ÒawesomeÓ by XFM and has featured 
regularly in NMEÕs student guides to Bristol.  Combining, vocal harmonies with kazoos, loop pedals, 
saxophones, ukuleles, vibraslaps, whistles and flutes, their set will be a great way to blow the 
cobwebs off Sunday morning. 
www.myspace.com/letsteaparty 
 
 
B R E E Z E  
 
We didnÕt want to kick off our third festival without the Liddington band that opened festivals one and 
two, so Breeze are back with their special brand of feel good fun to get the party started Ð look out for 
our very own Dennis Ford on bass! 


